
 

Just over 1 year ago, in early 2020, Eric Cameron (SLFN Lands Manager), Dave Scott (SLFN Elder/
Historian) and Derek Kornelsen (Rootstalk Resources) began working on an initiative to establish a 
forum that would build capacity at the SLFN Lands Department and ensure that SLFN builds strong 
collaborative relationships with agencies and stakeholders who conduct land management activities 
on or near SLFN lands. By the summer of 2020, we had collaborated with local Watershed Districts 

to establish the SLFN Watersheds Stewardship Forum. This 
new forum includes a core group of members from SLFN, 
Pembina Valley Watershed District, Central Assiniboine 
Watershed District, Redboine Watershed District, the 
government of Manitoba’s Department of Agriculture and 
Resource Development, and the federal government’s 
Agriculture and Agri-Foods Canada.  

Through this initiative we are working to ensure that SLFN has 
a strong voice regarding watershed management and the 
protection of SLFN lands for future generations. Over the past 
year we have been meeting regularly with our core group to 
ensure that we continue to collaboratively set land and water 

management priorities. Our aim is to build strong partnerships and relationships on the foundation 
of mutual respect and knowledge-sharing in ways that respect Indigenous Knowledge and Indigenous 
rights and that reflect SLFN’s reverential relationship with the land that the Plains Ojibway of SLFN 
know as aki.  

Moving forward, we hope to build from the past year’s successes to develop formal partnership 
agreements between SLFN and the partnering Watershed Districts and to work towards more robust 
engagement with SLFN community members in general regarding the priorities, values, and visions 
that will guide the protection of SLFN lands and waters for future generations. 

1. Indian Springs Dam 
Work is currently under way to lower and increase the safety of the earthen dam at Indian Springs 
(see map below). This project is a collaboration between SLFN, Pembina Valley Watershed District 
and Living Labs (an Agriculture and Agri-Foods Canada initiative) and is supported by funding from 
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the Living Labs project. The work itself is being conducted by a private contractor and SLFN Public 
Works.  

 
The dam had begun to fail and it was determined that 
some action needed to be taken as soon as possible in 
order to prevent a sudden breach. The dam will be 
lowered and stabilized and further assessment will be 
conducted over the summer of 
2021 to determine whether it 
should be removed completely. As 
the water behind the dam is 
lowered, sections of the valley and 
riparian areas that were flooded 
out will be exposed. This provides 

an opportunity to revegetate these areas with the kinds of plants that may have 
grown there before and that would be valued by SLFN members for wildlife 
habitat and, for example, berry and medicine gathering. Further engagement 
with SLFN community members is planned to determine what kinds of 
vegetation would be ideal in these areas and how the community would 
envision using these areas into the future. 
 

2. Gully Erosion Control at Swan Lake 
There is a large gully erosion taking place in a ravine 
just north of the Swan Lake on SLFN lands (see map). 
Currently there is an approximate 14’ vertical drop at 
the cultivated field edge that is eroding further each 
year and after significant precipitation events. Over the 
summer of 2021, SLFN plans to work with Pembina 
Valley Watershed District to assess the site and develop a 
work plan to ensure that the site is stabilized. Stabilizing 
this gully will reduce sediment deposits and nutrient 
loading into Swan Lake at the site. 

3. Wood Lot Planting at Indian Gardens 
Over the spring/summer of 2021, SLFN will work with Central Assiniboine Watershed District and 
local land users to revegetate approximately 1km of riparian areas along the shoreline of the 
Assiniboine River near Indian Gardens (see map below). Currently, no perennial vegetation exists 
along this section of Assiniboine River shoreline and the adjacent agricultural land is farmed up to 
the river’s edge. This initiative will provide temporary employment opportunities for SLFN members 
interested in planting the trees and will reduce sediment deposits and nutrient loading into the 
Assiniboine River at the site. 
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4. Erosion Control at Indian Gardens 
SLFN will work with Redboine Watershed District to assess 
an erosion control project constructed at Indian Gardens in 
2018 and decide whether additional structures should be 
built at the site (see map). We will also collaboratively 
assess an existing gully at a nearby municipal ditch that 
may need stabilizing.  

5. Community Meetings 
We had hoped to hold a number of community meetings over the past year to discuss current and 
potential land management initiatives. This was not possible due to COVID 19 concerns, but we do 
hope to be able to hold more engagement meetings in the 
coming year.  

In the short term, we expect to organize a small outdoor 
community meeting to update folks on the activities listed 
here and other initiatives including a number of 
initiatives being undertaken by the Agriculture and Agri-
Foods Canada Living Labs group. 

Hopefully, as vaccinations increase, we will be able to 
hold more frequent and larger community gatherings to 
ensure that SLFN community members are provided real opportunity to contribute insights and to 
guide sany land management initiatives that impact the health SLFN lands and the community as a 
whole.  
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Funding: 

Development of the SLFN Watersheds Stewardship Forum and related activities was initially supported by a small seed-funding grant from 
Wa Ni Ska Tan (University of Manitoba). The past year’s activities have been supported by a grant from Environment and Climate Change 
Canada’s Lake Winnipeg Basin program and by generous in-kind contributions from SLFN Lands Department, Central Assiniboine 
Watershed District, Pembina Valley Watershed District, Redboine Watershed District and Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Development. 
Contributions to expenses related to the construction at Indian Springs Dam also provided by Agriculture and Agri-Foods Canada, Living 
Labs. 
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